Trivia questionnaire
It is important and that we have a responsibility to pass things on to our kids will our flag have any future and we thank you for taking up the challenge to teach our kids.

Please find enclosed a small reward for the one who can answer most of the questions correct. 

Some interesting points to know:

A recent survey indicated that 95% of the kids in our primary schools had no idea what the composition of the flag meant.

With the Olympics and the federation of the nation behind us, I felt it is time to stand up and make an effort too raise the awareness for the history of our flag.

Stronger still I would like to educate the very young within our society (like you tonight) and raise the knowledge about the history and the composition of the flag.

Yes there is much written about the flag and the information is there for every one who wants it.

But, we have kids wrapping them selves in flags during the Olympics and sporting events and are proud to wear it, but have no idea of the meaning and the symbols on our flag.

Should they also know that people died for it and how our diggers treasured our flag during the wars? And how proud many athletes were when winning Gold carried the flag around the stadium?

Of course our kids should know. It will help them have more respect for the flag and our Nation.

Why the Union Jack on Australia’s National flag, you might ask?

Well In 1788, the First Fleet landed in Sydney Cove and the Union was raised over Australian soil, to mark the beginning of modern settlement by Governor Arthur Phillip, the first Governor of New South Wales.

The early pioneer settlers came from the British Isles bringing with them their passion for democracy, rule of law, freedom of speech and parliamentary government. Australia's State and Federal Parliaments were modeled upon the legislative houses of Britain.

Another major common factor was, and still is, the English language. These ideals were embodied in the Union Jack, which the local designers felt appropriate for inclusion in the design of a flag for Australia.

One way to look at our national flag is to see the stars of the Southern Cross and the great seven pointed Federal Star as representing our progress while the Union Jack symbolizes the principles on which that progress is based.
The term 'jack' is applied to any flag flown from the jack staff at the bow of a ship. The 'union' refers to the combination of the standards of the three patron saints of the United Kingdom - St Andrew, patron saint of Scotland, St Patrick, of Ireland and St George of England.
In finishing I want you to know, that it was Ivor Evans who designed the flag, with all the symbols of his hopes for the nations future. He had the inspiration of a brand new Country, which would rise one day to the challenge of independent Nationhood. 

An old digger, who wishes to remain anonymous once, wrote this 

Our flag bears the stars that blaze at night
     In our southern sky of blue


And that little old flag in the corner
     That's part of our heritage too,


It's for the English, the Scots and the Irish
     Who were sent to the end of the earth


The rogues and the schemers and dreamers
     Who gave our Australia its birth. 

And you who are shouting to change it
     You don't seem to understand
It's the flag of our laws and language
     Not the flag of a far away land


There are plenty of people who'll tell you
     How when Europe was plunged into night
The little old flag in the corner
     Was their symbol of freedom and light. 

It don't mean we owe our allegiance
     To a forgotten imperial dream
We've the stars to show where we're going
     And the old flag to show where we've been


It's only an old piece of bunting
     It's only an old coloured rag
But there are thousands, who died for it’s honour
     And fell in defence of our flag

Questionaire
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1) What does the red cross represent? 

The St George Banner (the red +)was originally the National Flag of England. 

2) What does the White X on the blue background represent?

The Banner of St Andrew (the white x) was then added in pursuance of a Royal Proclamation, dated 12 April, 1606. The result was the Union Flag which would have been flown by Captain Cook when he set foot at Botany Bay in, 1770.

3) What does the red X represent?

In 1800 it was when the King in Council approved the addition of the Cross of St Patrick (the red x) was added to the Union Flag.  

4) What does the star represent?

Federation star has seven points with each point representing the six Australian states and the commonwealth

5) What do the five smaller stars represent?

Southern Cross

6) What is the official standard size of the flag? 

Exactly: twice the width equals the height

In general 1800 x 900mm or 6’x3’ for the old diggers

7) Name three official days the flag should be flown?

January 1, January 26, February 6, April 21, April 25, May 9, June2, June 10

June??  Birthday of the Queen, August 4, October 24, November 11 and 14
8) On what day was the first flag raised in Australia?

April 28 1770 or most commonly 26th of January 1778

9) How many points does the big star have?

Seven

10) How many points do the small stars have?

Seven also

Name optional      ………………………..

Date                       ………………………..
